Norman Sas - Tudor Games (1948 - 1988)

In July of 1948, a 23-year-old Norman Sas
took over Tudor Metal Products from his
father. Founded in 1928 by Elmer Sas, the
Brooklyn-based company’s major products
at the time were metal toys and toy
instruments.

At the 1949 Toy Fair, Norman debuted the
game that would forever etch Tudor’s
name into the world of toys - Electric

Football.

The game would become Tudor’s flagship
toy. And in a scenario Norman could never
imagine in 1949, his new invention would
eventually go on to be the top money
earning item for the NFL.
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TOY NEWS ano NEW TOYS

Joe Tonele

TUDOR METAL PRODUCTS ANNOUNCES
NEW OFFICERS

Following the retirement of Eugene
Levay and Elmcr Sas from the fum,
Tudor Metal Products recently announced
the election of new officers. Mr. Sas' son,
Norman A Sas, is now president and
Joe Tonole, secretary and treasurer

The mbmmxu ol young Mr. Sas lné
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Joe Tonole should bring to the Tudor or-
gtmnnon the A.lnahle background of ex
pericace and ability. Mr. Sas, who will
be i charge of production at the Tudor
factory is & mechanical engineer and a
graduate of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. In addition to kis technical
and engincering cducation, 3 degree of
A & E awarded to him by the Ilarvard
School of Business Administrution las
given him a noteworthy background in the
field of business management. He has had
three years practical experience with the
General Flectric Company

Joe Tonole should need no introduction
to the buying fraternity. He has been ac-
tively engaged in toy merchandising ior
the past 25 years, during which period be
has covered the country is representative
for several well known toy lines. Joe has
been sales manager for Tudor since 1944
and will, of course, continue to be n
charge of sales for the firm in the foture.

Tudor Metal Products operate a large
modern  [actory in Brooklyn, which is
fully equipped with the latest and most
modern machinery for the manufacture of
metal luys Thm current line includes a
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Amazingly realistic!

Listed by Underwriters' Laboratories

TUDOR'S ELECTRIC FOOTBALL GAME

Joe Tonole, sales manager of Tudor
Metal Products Corporation, 200 Fifth
Avenue, New York 10, reports that rtores
who bave already displayed their new
Tudor Electric Football Game are sending
mn re-orders.  In Mr. Tonole's opinion,
this is evidence of the encouraging com-
sumer acceptance that is being accorded the
initial showing of their new game to the
public

This new Tudor game is designed 1o en
able game fans to play a football game

right in their own living om.  The

players actually méve up and down the ..-o.:

field and linc la\ can be run from any | reed

formation. The game operates under 110 -ﬂn;:
olts-AC and Mr. Tonole says that it is

iLl d by the Underwriters’ Laboratories

whale of 2 game for Tam from eight to eighty '
Listed by UL Laburatovien, lune
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Norman A. Sas
complete variety of 10y pianos, xylophones,
toy banjos, and last but not least, the well-
known Tudor Budget Bank Joe states
that their newly introduced toy piano to

retail at the interesting price of $1.50, is
losing no time in attracting widespread
attention. The complete Tudor line is on
permaneu display in Room 551 of the
Fifth Ave. Building
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Tudor completely sold out their Electric
Football line in 1949. And under Norman’s
guidance, Tudor Electric Football became
an under-the-tree staple during the 1950s,
being featured in numerous “Best Toy”
magazine and newspaper articles.

By the late 1950s, Tudor Electric Football
was advertised as an “Educator Approved
Prestige Toy,” and popular enough to be
offered as a “Lay-Away” item by toy
retailers throughout the country.
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In the 1960s, the true “Golden Age” of Montgomery Ward Christmas Catalogs
the toy industry, Tudor Electric z

Football became a fixture in the
Christmas catalogs of major retailers
like Montgomery Ward.

And not only was Electric Football a
Christmas catalog staple, it was
usually featured as the main itemon a
beautifully designed full-color page of
sports games.

Deluxe Electric

FOOTBALL GAME

(Color pages were expensive to print
at the time - retailers were picky about
which items warranted color.)

Norman expanded Tudor’'s line of
games to other sports (baseball,
hockey, racing, and even track and
field). Often there were multiple Tudor
games offered on a single full-color &
page. The 1965 First Distributors Co.
Christmas catalog included an entire
color page of Tudor s games (below).
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In a move that almost 60 years on can only be
described as visionary, Norman signed a li-
censing agreement with the NFL in 1967. Tu-
dor then began selling officially licensed NFL
~ Electric Football games - with miniature
painted NFL teams - through Sears and Mont-
gomery Ward. Tudor even made individual
NFL teams available by mail. (It was a boy’s
rite of passage to send a $1.50 to 176 John-
son Street in Brooklyn.)

The games and teams were an immediate hit,
with Tudor becoming one of NFL Properties
most important licensees.

Tudor then designed a special Super Bowl
model for Sears in 1969, recreating in minia-
ture the game where Joe Namath and the up-

start AFL Jets beat the Baltimore Colts.
It would be one of the most impor-

tant pro football games ever
played, as the AFL finally achieved
parity with the NFL.

And Tudor recreated the eventin a
toy, right down to the detailed
markings that were on the actual
field in Miami. Sears sold out of its
new Super Bowl model long before
Christmas morning.

The game was such a success that
it earned Tudor its first Sears Sym-
bol of Excellence Award. This was
a much coveted honor that meant
Sears viewed Tudor as a major toy
manufacturer, as vital to Sears as
Mattel, Hasbro, and Ideal.

WARD

Tudor was well represented in the Ward
Christmas catalog (above) and in Sears’
Christmas advertising (left).

Below: Christmas morning 1968 - Tudor and
Santa both delivered plenty of smiles.

Super Bowl

Ele ball




Tudor’'s Electric Football success
continued into the 1970s. Ward was
so impressed by Tudor’s Super Bowl
model that it asked for its own “spe-
cial” NFL game. So Tudor created a
Ward-specific game with an oversized
grandstand and three NFL teams.

Tudor went on to win four consecu-
tive Excellence Awards from Sears.
NFL Commissioner Pete Rozelle was
an attendee when Tudor and Norman
received these awards, because at
the time, Tudor NFL Electric Football
was NFL Properties’ top money mak-
ing item. (NFL Properties revealed
this amazing fact in a 1971 Sports II-
lustrated article - see below.)
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Tudor Wins 2nd Sears
‘Symbol of Excellence’

aly  eral Tudor
r- Kane, national ssles manager

Football League, was a special guost at
the luncheon

The award, one of a seloct few
presented by Sear
Division in 1971, was won by Tudor for
the quality and excellence of supply of
its Electric Super Bowl game and NFL
Blectric Football game

“I'm certain that

u-  of Tudor's ad agency: Bob Carey, presi-

s’ Toy and Game Tennis

dent of NFL Properties, Inc., and sev
executives including Gregory

Tudor, the largest NFL licensed
toy and game producer, entered t
action sports game ficld in 1945 after A -
making musical toys and games since its
founding in 1929

The company’s products include
Tudor Bowl (also sold in England), Pro
Major League Electric Baseball,

NBA Playerss All Star Basketball, Pro
Hockey, NHLPA All Star Hockey, and
the recentl, ods f me

wa
Corp. for the second successive year for quality and excellence of supply of its
Electric Super Bowl and NFL Electric Football games. On hand for award
presentation were (1) Clyde Peterson, Sears 1oy buyer. Pete Rozelle, National
Football League commissioner, John Woddle. Sears national merchandise manager
and Norman Sas, Tudor president

Sears ‘Symbol of Excellence’ st any offices
time,” Sas said. “To receive it two years  Av

in a row makes it especially gratifying.”

Among those atiending the affair  stores,

were Clyde Peterson, Sears” toy buyer

Norman Sas (center) with NFL Commissioner Pete Rozelle in
1973, accepting Tudor’s Sears Award of Excellence.



This vaunted position within the NFL
was something no other toy maker -
of any size - had ever achieved.

Tudor completely dominated the
sports action game market in the mid-
1970s, earning full-feature Electric
Football pages in Sears, Ward, and
JC Penney. By 1976, after an oil crisis
and an economic recession, Tudor
not only survived, but now had the
sports action game category pretty
much to itself. Longtime competitors
Gotham and Munro were bankrupt,
while Coleco had shifted its focus to
electronic game consoles (Telstar).

Thanks to Norman’s steady hand,
1977 was a banner year for Tudor.
They completely sold out their re-
designed Super Bowl game, and won
another Sears Excellence Award (No.
5). In early 1978, Playthings inter-
viewed Norman about Tudor hitting its
50% year in the toy industry. An upbeat
Norman finished the interview by say-
ing that “electronic games are not for
us.”

Unfortunately, 1978 would be the year
that electronic games, especially
hand-held ones, would change the
toy industry forever. By the end of the
year, Mattel's Electronic Football
game would beep and whistle its way
to being biggest selling item in toy
history. In what seemed the blink of
an eye, Tudor Electric Football had
become “old-fashioned.”

1974 Christmas Catalogs

l You're the head coach with these Electric Football Games !I‘
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On the positive side of things, Tudor was the
only company left making Electric Football
games. But by the end of 1979, Tudor was sell-
ing its own Electronic Football game to compete
with Mattel - and about a dozen other hand-held
Electronic Football games.

Sales of NFL Electric Football games declined
as the 1980s began. It wasn’t much of a secret
as to why Electric Football was struggling. The
toy world had been entirely overtaken by elec-
tronic games, with the very expensive Atari 2600
and Mattel Intellivision models being surprising
best-sellers.

Norman knew that Tudor had to move in a differ-
ent direction. In 1983, with the help of NFL Prop-
erties Mike Gaines, Tudor began selling a line of
soft-bodied NFL mascots called Huddles. The
Huddles became a hit, and were often featured
in Christmas catalogs - more prominently than
Electric Football. Incredibly, by 1985, Tudor
again sat at the top of the NFL Properties earn-
ings list, thanks to the Huddles.

The success of the Huddles, which was helped
by the Cabbage Patch doll craze, kept Tudor go-
ing in the mid-1980s. Yet Norman began to feel
that the time had come to hang up his cleats. So
in 1988, Tudor’s 60" year of existence, Norman
sold the company to Superior Toys of Chicago.

“It was time to go,” Norman recalled in an inter-
view. “Nothing lasts forever.”

It could be argued that 40 years in the toy busi-
ness comes pretty close.

Tudor NFL
Electronic Football

The hottest
dles, the brainchild of NFLP's Mike Gaines.

Along that line, NFLP also has develop
:Nﬂ.mclnh It costs §7 to joi

1985 Sears
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Mr. Norman A. Sas, President

Tudor Games, Inc,
176 Johnson Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201

Dear Norm:

December 28, 1977

Following is a summary of your official service with TMA:

Member of the board of directors:

Two terms; 1956 thru 1958 and 1962 thru 1964

Vice. President:
1964
Treasurer:

1958

Assistant Treasurer:

1957 and 1963

Chairman, Safety Standards Committee:

1956

Chairman, Membership Committee:

1957

Chairman, Annual & Summer Meeting Committee:

1958

Chairman, Tariff & Trade Relations Committee:

1962 thru 1964

Please let me know if you require any other information.

WWA: L)

Sincerely,

222,
Walter W. Armatys
Executive Director

200 FIFTH AVENUE/NEW YORK N.Y. 10010 /PHONE (212) 6751141

‘ Toy Mfrs. Ass’n
Officers and

£ M. Presener
PRESIDENT

Gilbert . Southwick, Child-
hood Interests. Ine.

Vce-Presidents
Abeaham Swedlin, Gund Manu-
facturing Company
Silas M. Ford, Sifo Company
Treaswrer

Charles B. Gainsburgh, Esquire
Novelty Company

Assistant Tresmrer

Lewin H. Glaser, Revell, Inc.

Directors

Horatio D, Clark
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Term Expires 1956
Silas M, Ford, Sifo Company

Lewis H. Glaser, Revell, Ine.
James M. Prentice, The Electric
Game Company, Inc.
Abraham Swedlin, Gund Maan-
facturing Company
Term Expives 1957
Herman G. Fisher, Fisher-Price
Toys, Ine.

Norman A. Ses |

Charles B. Gainsburgh, Esquire
Novelty Company

Alfred C. Gilbert, Jr., The A. C.
Gilbert Company . |

Howard W. Winzeler, The Ohio
Art Company

Term Expitks 1058
Richard E. Long, Eagle Rubber
Company |
Robert W. Muessel, South Bend
Toy Mfg, Company
E. M. Pressner, Banner Plasties

Norman A. Sax, Tudor Metal
Produets Corporation.

JANUARY, 1956—PLAYTHINGS

Toy Mirs. of U.S. A, Inc.

Officers
and
Directors

PRESIDENT
L. John Swedlin, Gund Mfg. Com-
pany

Vice-Presidents
Norman A. Sas, Tudor Metal
Products Corp.
Edwin W. Nelson, Jr., Vogue
Dolls, Incorporated

Treasurer
Jerome M. Fryer, Gabriel Indus-
tries, Inc.

Assistant Treasurer
James R. Nesbit, Nesbit Industries,
Inec.

Executive Secretary
Stuart Hoover

Term Expires 1964
Cass S. Hough, Daisy Manufac-
turing Companv
James R. Nesbit, Nesbit Industries,
Ine.
John W. McRoskey, Wen-Mac

Corp.

Norman A. Sas, Tudor Metal
Products Corp.

Joseph L. Steiner, Kenner Prod-

uets Co.

Term Expires 1965

Joseph S. MecVicker, Rainbow
Crafts, Inc.

Merrill L. Hassenfeld, Hassenfeld
Brothers, Inc.

Jerome M. Fryer, Gabriel Indus-
tries, Inc.

Russell L. Wenkstern, Tonka
Toys, Inec.

Edwin W. Nelson, Jr., Vogue
Dolls, Inc.

Term Expires 1966

Robert Gottlieb, Argo Industries
Corp.

Joseph B. Heller, Skil Craft Play-
things, Inec.

Mrs. Min Horowitz, Universal
Manufacturing Co., Ine.

Clifford W. Jacobs, Mattel, Inec.

Robert L. Long, Fairchild Variety
Products, Inc.

L. John Swedlin

Norman A. Sas

Edwin W. Nelson, Jr.

Jerome M. Fryer

JANUARY, 1964—PLAYTHINGS

55
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Norman Sas. far right, in 1971 with electric football fans, inchuding Pete Rozelle, second from left.

Norman Sas, 87, Inventor of Electric Football

By WILLIAM YARDLEY
Norman Sas, a toy maker who
transformed a vibrating sheet of
metal into a thrilling and some-
times  exasperating tabletop
game calied electric foothall, win-
ning the devotion of boys from
the late 19405 until simulated on
field action arrived on video
screens in the 1980s, died on June
28 at his home in Vero Beach, Fla.
He was 7.

His daughter Wendy Jones
confirmed his death.

In the 1930s, an empioyee at a
New York metal products compa-
ny run by Mr. Sas’s father devel-
oped & device that propelled fig-
ures across a metal surface using

games. But when Norman Sas
bought the company with a part-
ner shortly after World War [1, he
saw potential in applying the
technology 1o football, which had

football, titled “The Unforgetta-
bie Buzz"

Mr. Shores saxd Mr. Sas may
have also been drawn (o football

as much as its tiny felt footballs,
which were easily lost between
sofa cushions

“I'm sure there were many of
the lttle guys thrown against the
wall” Irene Sas, Mr. Sas's wife,
said in an interview on Tuesday.
“The lttle figures had their own
lives. Getting them so they'd run
faster or turn, it was all the tech-
niques of the player. It wasn't just

you turned on and it
vibrated. It was something you
did with your little men.”

Early versions of the game in-
cluded figures that bore litte re-
semblance to real players But in
the 19605, Mr_ Sas began working
with an industrial designer, Lee

A game that
frustrated, but
thrilled, for decades.

Payne, who had played a year of
college football at the University
of Georgia. Mr. Payne helped him

stadium, which was mounted to
the side of the frame.

The National Football League
began licensing the product in
1967, and it became a fixture in
the toy section in the Sears cata

The company, which Mr. Sas
renamed Tudor Games, thrived
into the 1980s, until new hand-
beid games, and later video and
computer games, made it seem
quaint 1o a new generstion of
children.

“Norman predicted that,” Mrs.
Sas said. “He said: ‘Listen, this is
it now. We're making a killing on
it, and it's going to end as soon as
the electronic versions come

acquired this year by Ballpark
Classics, a Seattle company.
which makes tabletop baseball
games licensed by Major League
Baseball; it recently renamed it-
s#if Tudor Games.
Norman Anders Sas was born
i Manhattan on March 29, 1925
He attended the Bronx
School of Science and earned &
degree in mechanical engineer
ing at the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology as part of a
Navy program. He later became
a commissioned officer and
served full time in the Navy be-
fore returning to M.LT. and earn-
ing & second bachelor’s degree,
in business administration. He
became president of Tudor Metal
Products in 1848, For more than
30 years he lived in Alpine, N.J.,
where he served on the borough

g

voted 10 playing electric football
Many now make their own vi-
brating fields and customized fig-
ures, which they say move more
reliably than the old ones.
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