Dec. 4, 1956 J. MODICA, JR 2,772,512
PLAYING PTECE FOR GAME
Filed March 23, 1955

FIG.1I .
/
/
=] =1
= =
= =
=1
= =
=
=
e = (=]
=]
=
=]
=]
= 9&"\/0 =
[~}
[~} /0 20 30

AY FES
1
, ;Hl ¢ 2:9 /3

{22
/7 /6 /8
33 )
9 =Y 8 9 :
29
2f D "O'/ INVENTOR
( 20 @ 39 32 JOSEPH MODICA , Jr:
/89— '/7 V8 It BY
FlG. 4 ¢ s Zhat 4 @#f

22 ez ATTORNEYS



United States Patent O

2,772,512
Patented Dec. 4, 1956

Ccc

2,772,512
PLAYING PIECE FOR GAME

Joseph Modica, Jr., Garden City Souih, N. Y., assignor
to Tudor Metal Products Corporation, Brooklyn, N, Y.,
a corporation of New York

Application March 23, 1955, Serial No. 496,296
4 Claims. (CL 46—1)

This invention relates to a playing piece for a game
and the invention has particular reference to a playing
piece mounted on laterally extending lineal supporting
members for effecting traveling movement of the play-
ing piece over a playing area of a game board upon Vvi-
bratory movement of the game board.

An object of the invention is to provide a playing piece
having laterally extending lineal supporting members of
sufficient stiffness to support the playing piece and which
are sufficiently flexible to permit of the flexing of the end
portions thereof.

Still another object of the invention is to provide a
playing piece of said character in which the supporting
members depend from the under side of the playing piece
in rearwardly inclined relation.

Still another object of the invention is to provide a
playing piece consisting of interengaging parts adapted
to clamp a strip of thin material therebetween with the
ends of the strip protruding from the bottom face of the
playing piece to provide supporting lineal edges.

With the foregoing and other objects in view reference
is now made to the following specification and accom-
panying drawings in which the preferred embodiment of
the invention is illustrated.

in the drawings:

Fig. 1is a plan of the playing area of a game adapted to
be played with playing pieces construcied in accordance
with the invention.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged side view of one of the playing
pieces.

Fig. 3 is an under side view thereof.

Fig. 4 is an under side view of the playing piece with
one of the sections removed.

Fig. 5 is a bottom plan view of the section removed
from Fig. 4.

Fig. 6 is a plan view of the strip of material which
forms the lineal supporting edges.

Fig. 7 is a longitudinal sectional view taken approxi-
mately on line 7—7 of Fig. 3.

Fig. 8 is a vertical sectional view taken approximately
on line 8—8 of Fig. 7.

Fig. 9 is a horizontal sectional view taken approximate-
ly on line 9—9 of Fig. 2.

Referring to the drawings the playing piece 10 may
represent any desired character for use in playing a game
in which the pieces advance over a playing area from one
or the opposite sides of a playing field. As illustrated
the playing piece 10 has a figure mounted thereon simu-
lating a football player adapted for playing an indoor
game of football on a game board 11 having a playing
field 12 on which the playing pieces move over the face
thereof by a vibratory motion imparted to the game
board.

The playing piece 10 is provided with laterally ex-
tending depending lineal supports 13 adjacent the front
and rear which are of sufficient length and flexibility to
effect movement of the playing pieces over the playing
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field 12 by the vibratory action of the playing board
11. The supports 13 consist of the downturned end
portions of a thin' strip of sheet material 14 which may
be composed of paper stock, cardboard, synthetic plastics,
thin metal and the like. In order to retain the strip
14 in position with the ends thercof depending from
the base 15, the base is formed with a laterally ex-
tending recess 16 in the under face thereof and with
vertical recesses 17 in the opposite longitudinal side
walls. The recesses 17 extend from the top face of the
base through the bottom face thereof and are slightly
longer than the recess 16. The ends of the recesses 17
are defined by angularly disposed rearwardly extending
end faces 18 and 19 and the ends of the recess 16 are
defined by angularly disposed rearwardly extending end
faces 20 and 21.

Removably fitting the recesses 16 and 17 is a section
22 which is of general U-shaped formation in cross
section having side flanges 23 and 24 which project
beyond the web portion 25 thereof whereby the web
portion fits the recess 16 with the flanges 23 and 24
snugly fitting the recesses 17. The end edges 26 of the
flanges 23 and 24 conform to the angular formation of
the end edges 18 and 19 of the recesses 17 while the
end edges 27 of the web 25 conform to the angular
formation of the opposite ends 20 and 21 of the recess
16. The web 25 -is provided with a central opening
28 which snugly receives a shank 29 depending from
the base 15 centrally of the recess 16. The strip 14
is also provided with an copening 30 which is adapted to
receive the shank 29 when the strip is positioned between
the base 15 and section 22. The web 25 of the section
22 is slightly shorter in length than the length of the
recess 16 whereby the ends of the strip 14 will project
from between the ends of the web 25 and the ends
20 and 21 of the vecess 16 with the end portions 13
of the strip depending from the under side of the base
as shown in Figs. 2 and 7 of the drawings.

The section 22 is adapted to be releaseably secured
on the base 15 of the playing piece 10 and for this pur-
pose the flanges 23 and 24 thereof are provided with
inwardly directed projections 32 at their upper edges
while the base 15 medially of the recess 16 is notched
to provide cam edges 33 in the opposite sides thereof.
Above the cam faces 33 the said side walls are notched
to provide inwardly directed angular faces 34 with which
the projections 32 interfit. In applying the section 22
to the base 15 the projections 32 are forced against
the cam faces 33 so as to cam the flanges 23 and 24
outwardly to thereby spread the flanges apart whereby
the section 22 may be forced into the recesses 16 and
17 with the projections 32 overlying the faces 34, the
resiliency of the flanges 23 and 24 functioning to impinge
the projections 32 against the faces 34 to thereby retain
the section in position on the base 185.

What is claimed is:

L. In a playing piece for a game, said playing piece
including a base having a laterally extending recess in
the under face thereof, a section of general U-shaped
formation in cross seciion having a web portion fitting
said recess and side flanges provided with inwardly
directed projections adapted to engage over the base
for securing said section in position thereon with the
web portion disposed in said recess, and a flat strip of
flexible material secured between said base and the web
portion of said section with the end portions of said strip
projecting from said recess at the ends of the web por-
tion and depending from the under side of the base for
supporting the playing piece on the end edges of the
strip.

2. In a playing piece for a game, said playing piece
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including ‘a base having a laterally extending recess in
the “under facé thereof, a section of general U-shaped
formatiofr ifi” €foss “§8&tion Having a ‘web portion fitting
said recess and flangss at ‘the opposite sides of said
web portion, said, flanges - and said base having inter
engagaable means for’ secunng said section in posn‘on
on said base with the web portion disposed-in said recess,
and a flat sitip of ‘méterial seciired between said base
and the web portion of sald section w1th the end. portions
of said strip projecting from said recess at the ends
of the web portion and’ dependlng from the under side
of the base, and said stup belng of sufficient stiffness
to support the play g plece on the end edges of the
strip.

3. In a playing piece for a game, said playing plece,

including ‘a base ha 'ng a lalerally extendmg recess. in
the under face’ thereof a section of general U- shaped
formation in cross sectiof having a web portion fitting
sajd recess and’ ﬂanges at the opposite sides of said web
portlon said flanges and said base havmg interengage-
able means for securing said section in position on said
base with the web, portion disposed in said recess, a flat
strip of’ ﬂexxble material secured between said base and
the web portion of said section with the end portions
of said’ strip projecting from ‘said recess at the ends of
the web portion and depending from the under side of
the base for supporting the playing piece on the end
edges of the strip, said section and said strip having
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open means and said base having means engaging said
open means in the section and strip for centering the
strip  between the base and section.

4. In a playing piece for. a game, said playing piece
including a base having a laterally extending recess in
the under face thereof, and with inclined walls at the
front and rear of said recgss, a section of general
U-shaped formation in cross “section having a web por-
tion fitting said recess and ‘side portions. at the opposite
sides of sa1d Web portlon, sald side portions and said
basg” ua«mg mterengageable means for securing. said
section inposition “on said’ ‘base” W1th the web portlon
disposed in said recess, and a flat str1p of flexible miate-
rial secured. between said: base and: thie. web portion of
said section with the end portlons of said strip projecting
from said recess between the web - portion and said
inclined faces and depending from the under side of
the base in rearwardly directed angular relation for se-
curing the playing piece. on the end edges of: the strip.
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